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legislation is conceived, it is also difficult to deny
that such legislation would have annihilated any
conception of a Church worthy of the name. It
would have turned it into no more than an organ
for the propagation of the opinions of an im-
perious chancellor upon German unity. It would
have prevented the Eoman Catholic Church from
remaining true no less to the letter than to the
spirit of its endeavour. It would have made it
admit to virtual membership excommunicated
members of its own communion. Clearly to
antagonism such as this only an unfaltering
hostility was possible.
The history of the Kulturkampf showed how
greatly Bismarck had mistaken the strength of
his opponents. He fined, he imprisoned, he in-
flicted a virtual exile; but the Church replied only
with contempt. In the Reichstag itself he found in
men like Windthorst and Eeichensperger f oemen
in every way worthy of his own powers. Despite
his utmost efforts and unconcealed chagrin the
numbers of the Centre grew, and those of the
National Liberals diminished until the Catholics
were in virtual control of the House. The ban-
ished prelates continued, in despite of his laws,
to exercise their functions from Eome and Hol-
land, and they found a willing obedience. All his
efforts to obtain some compromise with the Centre
or with the Vatican met with the utmost diplo-
matic politeness but also with the completest
refusal. Little by little he was compelled to turn